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 Greetings,  

As summer turns to fall and the school year is underway (or 

something which slightly resembles it), I wish you the very 

best that life has to offer. I realize that we continue to 

address COVID19 concerns, restricted movement, 

demonstrations, party houses and encampments. It will get 

better, it must.   

As this year enters its final three months, lets focus on three things: self -

preparedness, family preparedness and community preparedness.   

The vegetation throughout the City of Los Angeles has now cured and our 

concerns have heightened based on the challenges faced with fires in the 

northern portion of the state.    

Be that as it may, I ask that you exercise previously discussed safety 

suggestions such as establishing a Go Bag, Brush Clearance, LAFD Alerts, 

Social Distancing, as well as eating healthy and maintaining a physical fitness 

regimen.  

For those of you who are CERT members donõt forget to practice those 

techniques that will aid in your response to emergencies and community 

support.    

This quarter we will share and discuss LAFD Crew 3, Halloween 2020, Brush 

Health Awareness, A Zoom Thanksgiving, OWBõs EMS/Resilience Officer Captain 

Kevin Johnson, Christmas Tree Safety, Hardening Your Home, LAX People 

Mover, Hollywood United Neighborhood Council (HUNC), OWBõs Calendar of 

Events, Light the Night Event, Notice of Commendation, Community 

Information, West Bureau Council Districts, West Express Hyperlinks, OWB in 

Action and our back page which recognizes promotions and transfers into OWB.  

On behalf of the many members of the Los Angeles Fire Department (LAFD), 

Active & Retired, we remain optimistic and confident that we will bounce back 

stronger, better and more resilient than ever. Stay safe, stay 

healthy and be well.    

[!C5 /w9² о 
LAFD Crew 3 is a Volunteer Type II Hand crew managed by the Los Angeles Fire Department and lead by 

Foreman Firefighter III Paul Wingate. Crew 3 Members receive wildland classes and hands-on training as well 

as career guidance to help with successful careers in the Fire Service. Crew 3 is managed and run by LAFD 

members with extensive wildland training and handcrew experience. There is so much that happens òbehind 

the scenesó and we want to share all the hard work of your LAFD Crew 3. We invite you to view a video of  

impressive team of young adults of Crew 3.  

*Inside LAFD: Crew 3  

mailto:lafd.westbureau@lacity.org?subject=OWB%20Suggestions,%20questions,%20comments%20or%20concerns
http://lafdweb.ad.lafd.ci.la.ca.us/organization/emergency-ops/west-bureau
https://www.facebook.com/LAFDWestBureau
https://twitter.com/LAFDwest
http://lafdweb.ad.lafd.ci.la.ca.us/organization/emergency-ops/west-bureau
https://www.instagram.com/lafdwestbureau/
http://lafdweb.ad.lafd.ci.la.ca.us/organization/emergency-ops/west-bureau
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1183703544994160&extid=CakHe6A7I3qjT9he


 

 

 

 �)�L�Q�D�O�O�\���L�W�¶�V���W�L�P�H���W�R���V�W�D�U�W���G�U�H�D�P�L�Q�J���R�I���I�D�O�O�����������W�K�R�V�H���F�K�L�O�O�\���Q�L�J�K�W�V����
�F�U�L�V�S���D�S�S�O�H���F�L�G�H�U���D�Q�G�����R�I���F�R�X�U�V�H�����+�D�O�O�R�Z�H�H�Q�����(�Y�H�U�\�R�Q�H�¶�V���I�D�Y�R�U�L�W�H����
with costumes and candy, scary make-believe (and candy), trick-or-
treating (and CANDY), fun decorations and ... Stop. 
 

 In case you forgot, the coronavirus is still a very real boogeyman, lurking behind every 
mask. �/�R�V���$�Q�J�H�O�H�V���&�R�X�Q�W�\�¶�V���'�H�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W���R�I���3�X�E�O�L�F���+�H�D�O�W�K���K�D�V���D�O�U�H�D�G�\���S�X�W���W�K�H���N�L�E�R�V�K���R�Q��
Halloween traditions such as haunted houses and parties and recommends people avoid 
door-to-door trick -or-�W�U�H�D�W�L�Q�J���R�U���H�Y�H�Q���³�W�U�X�Q�N-or-�W�U�H�D�W�L�Q�J���´���E�\���Z�K�L�F�K���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���F�R�O�O�H�F�W���W�U�H�D�W�V��
walking from car to car at gatherings in school or church parking lots.  
 

 �³�'�R�R�U���W�R���G�R�R�U���W�U�L�F�N-or-treating is not recommended because it can be very difficult to 
maintain proper social distancing on porches and at front doors, ensure that everyone 
answering or coming to the door is appropriately masked to prevent disease spread, and 
�E�H�F�D�X�V�H���V�K�D�U�L�Q�J���I�R�R�G���L�V���U�L�V�N�\���´���D�F�F�R�U�G�L�Q�J���W�R���W�K�H �Q�H�Z���K�H�D�O�W�K���R�U�G�H�U�������³�7�K�L�V���\�H�D�U�����L�W�¶�V���M�X�V�W���Q�R�W��
�V�D�I�H���W�R���F�H�O�H�E�U�D�W�H���L�Q���W�K�H���Z�D�\�V���Z�H���X�V�X�D�O�O�\���G�R���´���3�X�E�O�L�F���+�H�D�O�W�K���'�L�U�H�F�W�R�U���%�D�U�E�D�U�D���)�H�U�U�H�U���W�R�O�G The 
�7�L�P�H�V�����³�:�H���D�U�H���U�H�F�R�P�P�H�Q�G�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���W�U�L�F�N-or-�W�U�H�D�W�L�Q�J���Q�R�W���K�D�S�S�H�Q���W�K�L�V���\�H�D�U���´ 
 

 Canceling Halloween may seem particularly harsh, considering all the challenges and 
disappointments kids have faced this year, but health officials are doing everything they can 
to reduce the spread of the infection, which some fear could see a resurgence this fall. 
�³�9�L�U�X�V�H�V���G�R�Q�¶�W���W�D�N�H���K�R�O�L�G�D�\�V���´���V�D�L�G���$�Q�Q�H���5�L�P�R�L�Q�����S�U�R�I�H�V�V�R�U���R�I���H�S�L�G�H�P�L�R�O�R�J�\���D�W���8�&�/�$�¶�V���6�F�K�R�R�O��
�R�I���3�X�E�O�L�F���+�H�D�O�W�K�����³�8�Q�W�L�O���W�K�H���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���K�D�V���O�R�Z���W�U�D�Q�V�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q���U�D�W�H�V�����O�R�W�V���R�I���W�K�L�Q�J�V���Z�R�Q�¶�W���E�H��
�E�D�F�N���W�R���Q�R�U�P�D�O�����7�K�H���Z�D�\���D���Y�L�U�X�V���W�U�D�Q�V�P�L�W�V���G�R�H�V�Q�¶�W���F�K�D�Q�J�H���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���Z�H�¶�U�H���L�Q���K�R�O�L�G�D�\���P�R�G�H�����,�Q��
fact, it often makes us less cautious because our guard is down. We have to accept the fact 
�W�K�D�W���W�K�H���Y�L�U�X�V���L�V���G�L�F�W�D�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H���S�U�H�F�D�X�W�L�R�Q�V���Z�H���K�D�Y�H���W�R���W�D�N�H���´ 
 
 

 �/�H�V�W���\�R�X�¶�Y�H���I�R�U�J�R�W�W�H�Q���W�K�R�V�H���S�U�H�F�D�X�W�L�R�Q�V�����W�K�D�W���P�H�D�Q�V���V�L�[���I�H�H�W���R�I���V�R�F�L�D�O���G�L�V�W�D�Q�F�L�Q�J�����L���H�������Q�R��
kids crowding around a candy bowl at your front door), wearing masks (not cute Halloween 
masks, but protective masks that cover your mouth and nose), avoiding crowded, confined 
spaces (like haunted houses, where people do a lot of screaming, thus expelling germs) and 
practicing good hygiene (washing hands often and absolutely no bobbing for apples). 
�1�R�����G�D�U�Q���L�W�����W�K�L�V���L�V���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�����O�D�Q�G���R�I���W�K�H���I�U�H�H���D�Q�G���K�R�P�H���R�I���³�7�K�H�U�H�¶�V got �W�R���E�H���D���Z�D�\���´���V�R�����R�I��
course, people are already working on this problem. 
 
 

 Not surprisingly, the National Confectioners Assn. is all over this issue on its 
Halloween Central website at alwaysatreat.com . The website includes statistics, such as 74% 
of millennial moms and young parents say Halloween is more important than ever this year, 
and tips for how to celebrate Halloween out of the house or in.�� 

 LA Times / Halloween  

**THE WEARING OF MASKS AND DISTANCING REDUCES RISKS **  


