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HOLLYWOOD HILLS WEST NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL 
BOARD MEETING 
December 5, 2018 

6:00 pm 
Will and Ariel Durant Library Branch 

7140 Sunset Blvd, Los Angeles, CA 90046 
 
Directions:  East of N. Fairfax Ave and West of N. La Brea Ave of Hollywood Blvd.  Building is accessible 
and free parking is available behind the building.   

 
The public is requested to fill out a “Speaker Card” to address the Board on any item of the agenda prior to the Board taking action on an 
item.  Comments from the public on non-agenda and agenda items will be heard during the Public Comment Period and, within the 
discretion of the presiding officer of the Board, when the respective item is being considered. Comments from the public on other 
matters not appearing on the Agenda that is within the Board’s subject matter jurisdiction will be heard during the Public Comment 
period.  Public comment is limited to 2 minutes per speaker unless waived by the presiding officer of the Board.  Agenda is posted for 
public review: on bulletin boards at the Durant Library Branch, and electronically on the Hollywood Hills West Neighborhood Council 
website www.hhwnc.org and on the Department Of Neighborhood Empowerment, www.empowerla.org. 
 
In compliance with Government Code section 54957.5, non-exempt writings that are distributed to a majority or all of the board in 
advance of a meeting, may be viewed at our website at www.hhwnc.org, or at the scheduled meeting. In addition, if you would like a 
copy of any record related to an item on the agenda, please contact the Board Secretary at secretary@hhwnc.org. 
 
As a covered entity under Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act, the City of Los Angeles does not discriminate on the basis of 
disability and upon request, will provide reasonable accommodation to ensure equal access to its programs, services, and activities.  Sign 
language interpreters, assistive listening devices, or other auxiliary aids and/or services may be provided upon request.  To ensure 
availability of services, please make your request at least 3 business days (72 hours) prior to the meeting you wish to attend by contacting 
Lorezno Briceno at lorenzo.briceno@lacity.org or (213) 878-2551. 
 
 

ALL ITEMS LISTED ON THIS AGENDA ARE SUBJECT TO: 
POSSIBLE ACTION, INCLUDING A BOARD MOTION AND  

VOTING ON THE MOTION. 
 

PROCESS FOR RECONSIDERATION:  The Board may reconsider and amend its action on items listed on the agenda if that reconsideration takes place 
immediately following the original action or at the next regular meeting. The Board, on either of these two days, shall: (1) Make a Motion for 

Reconsideration and, if approved, (2) hear the matter and Take an Action.  If the motion to reconsider an action is to be scheduled at the next meeting 
following the original action, then two items shall be placed on the agenda for that meeting: (1) A Motion for Reconsideration on the described matter and 

(2) a Proposed Action should the motion to reconsider be approved.  A motion for reconsideration can only be made by a Board member who has previously 
voted on the prevailing side of the original action taken. If a motion for reconsideration is not made on the date the action was taken, then a Board member 

on the prevailing side of the action must submit a memorandum to the Secretary identifying the matter to be reconsidered and a brief description of the 
reason(s) for requesting reconsideration at the next regular meeting. The aforesaid shall all be in compliance with the Ralph M. Brown Act. 

http://www.hhwnc.org/
mailto:lorenzo.briceno@lacity.org
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AGENDA 

  
1. Call to order by President, Anastasia Mann 

 
2. Roll Call by Secretary Britta Engstrom 

 
3. Approval of minutes   

 
4. Public Official Reports 

a) CD13 – Dan Halden, Office of Councilman Mitch O’Farrell 
b) CD4 –Field Deputy, Madelynn Taras, Office of Councilmember David Ryu 
c) Mayor’s Office, Central Area NC Rep, Angie Aramayo 
d) 46th Assembly District, Cindy Vallegas, Office of Assemblymember Adrin Nazarian 
e) 43rd Assembly District, Seamus Garrity from the Office of Assemblymember Laura 

Friedman 
f) 50th Assembly District, Office of Assemblyman Richard Bloom 
g) 25th Senatorial District, Vickere Murphy, District Representative, Office of Anthony 

Portantino 
h) 3rd Supervisorial District, Fernando Morales, Office of Supervisor Sheila Kuehl 
i) 26th Senate State District, Allison Towle, Office of Senator Ben Allen 
j) Department of Neighborhood Empowerment, Lorenzo Briceno 
k) Los Angeles Department of Recreation and Parks, Joe Salaices 
l) LAPD  
m) LAFD 
n) LADWP 
o) LADOT 

 
5. President’s Report (Anastasia Mann)  

NOTE TO BOARD: In the interest of time, the Chair may request other agenda items to be 
addressed, out of order, prior to the Fire Department presentation in order to complete agenda in a 
timely matter.  

 
a) Community Business 

i. Reminder:  HHWNC’s Holiday Singalong Friday Dec 14th at Wattles Mansion 
Gardens 7 pm. Evite is out. Please RSVP ASAP. Limited space.  

ii. City Council File #18-1120 Motion regarding public safety  (see attachment)  
 
CD4 is requesting we submit a community impact statement (CIS) report 
referencing this item.  
 
Motion & Vote: The HHWNC Supports Council File #18-1120 that the Los Angeles 
Fire Department (LAFD) and Chief Legislative Analyst (CLA) jointly assemble and 
lead a Wildland-Urban Interface Hazard Mitigation Task Force (Task Force), 
consisting of representatives from the Police Department, Emergency Management 
Department, Department of Transportation, Department of Recreation and Parks, 
Department of Animal Services, Information Technology Agency, Department of 
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Neighborhood Empowerment, Department of Building & Safety, Department of City 
Planning, Department of Water & Power, and any other internal and external 
partners deemed necessary, to discuss the issues described in the attached text 
along with any related matters.  Additionally that the LAFD and CLA jointly convene 
an initial meeting of the Task Force, and provide a written report to the City Council 
outlining the work and objectives going forward.  
 

iii. FIRE/EARTHQUAKE EMERGENCY “AT RISK” Presentation by LAFD Deputy Chief 
Hogan & Assistant Chief Saunders.  

 
Powerpoint presentation and discussion with Q&A.  
 
Proposed Motion & Vote: HHWNC supports a Town Hall to be hosted by HHWNC 
with HUNC re: “AT RISK” EMERGENCIES including Fire, Earthquake, Flooding, etc., 
within the HHWNC and HUNC borders in CD4 and CD13. Presenters to include 
LAFD, LAPD, DOT, CDs 4 & 13, at least, and to address evacuation, preparedness, 
communication, etc.  
 
Proposed LOCATION: American Legion Hall Post #43 on Highland Ave.  
 
Proposed DATE: Weeknight from mid to late January 2019. Guest speakers to 
include George Skarpelos, President HUNC & reps from LAPD, DOT & CD4 & 13 in 
addition to LAFD Captains. DISCUSSION: local AREA/Canyon/Flats Meetings in 
addition to Town Hall to address specific geographical & traffic related concerns. 
30-45 minutes 
 
Proposed Budget: $2000.00 (In cooperation with HUNC)  

 
b) Confirm next meeting date: January, 16, 2019. 

 
6. First Vice-President’s Report (Orrin Feldman)  

a) 3077 Cahuenga Boulevard West   
 

David Moss and Parama Ghosh Roy met with the PLUM Committee to discuss the Patels’ 
pending application to demolish an existing building on the site and build a new apartment 
building there.  
 
The revised building would provide slightly fewer studio units, a few more one bedroom 
units, and a newly redesigned exterior. The building’s basement level would provide a 
laundry, gym, home theater, a community area, a recreation room, a meeting room, a 
business office and outdoor area.  There was concern from the PLUM Committee that this 
building would be operated as more of an extended stay facility or a hotel, rather than as a 
building for long term tenants to reside in the Cahuenga Pass neighborhood.  
 
Mr. Moss declined to further revise the proposed project and return again to meet with the 
Committee.   
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Proposed Motion: HHWNC Board oppose the proposed project on the basis that the 
proposed mix of units in the building still didn’t include a sufficient number of 1 and two 
bedroom units, and that the building still seemed to be more of short term stay or hotel 
operation, rather than an apartment building, which would provide long term residents for 
the Cahuenga Pass neighborhood.   

 
7. Treasurer’s Report (Michael Meyer)  

a) Motion and Vote to approve monthly expenditures reports  
b) Approve Funding request forms 
c) Approve reimbursement of $131.37 to Mary Yarber for the purchase of a Husky light for 

use at the December 14th HHWNC Holiday Sing Along event which was approved in 
October by HHWNC within the budget of $1,500.  

d) Approve reimbursement of Brian Dyer, Area 3 Chair, for expenses related to the 
November 5, 2018 Area 3/Housing/Business committees meeting in the amount of 
$90.05 as provided for in HHWNC's annual budget for committee chair reimbursement. 
 

8. Second Vice President’s Report (Jane Crockett)  
 

9. Secretary’s Report (Britta Engstrom) 
 

10. Committee Reports  
 

a) Parks & Open Spaces/Environment  (Jeffery Masino & Patty Dryden) 
i. Runyon Tree Planting Event on January 19th 2019 

 
Motion: Request funding not to exceed $1000.00 for Runyon tree planning on January 
19, 2019.  

 
b) Transportation (Danielle Mead)  

i. Traffic Avoidance Apps & Cut-Through Traffic 
 

Council File 1800304 “Mobile Mapping Applications (Apps) / Impact to Neighborhood City 
Streets / Reduce Hazards / Feasibility Report. 

 
Stakeholders throughout HHWNC have expressed ongoing concerns about cut-through 
traffic due to navigational wayfinding/traffic avoidance apps. To ensure their concerns 
are being heard, the Transportation Committee proposes HHWNC submit the included 
Community Impact Statement to the LA City Council and the LA Department of 
Transportation.  (See attachment)  
 
Motion: HHWNC submit the attached Community Impact Statement to the LA City 
Council and LA Department of Transportation for City Council File 1800304.  

 
c) Area 8 & Emergency Preparedness Ad Hoc Committee Update (Serra Aladag)  

i. WeWorks will be presented a Certification of Appreciation by the Emergency 
Preparedness Ad Hoc Committee in appreciation of their generous contribution to 
HHWNC’s CERT Level I Training.  
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d) Community Enrichment  (Melissa Reeck) 
i. Education Summit Update: I attended the Education Summit held on October 23. One 

of the goals of the summit was to establish connections between neighborhood 
councils rather than operating in silos. With those connections, we would share the 
most effective and beneficial programs in which neighborhood council’s participated or 
created.  

ii. Gardner Elementary Update: I reached out on how HHWNC can actively continue our 
support of the school and students. I’m in touch with Rebekah Stevenson (Chair – 
Friends of Gardner). She’s going to chat with her board and see how we can expand 
upon our partnership between HHWNC and Gardner.   

iii. Community Cash: Support Gardner School through Community Cash. Login to your 
Ralphs account, search for Community Rewards and click to support Gardner Street. 1-
4% of your purchase will support the school. This does not affect your Ralph Rewards 
points. Detailed information available to hhwnc.org – Enrichment News. 

iv. Valley View Elementary Update: I will be reaching out to Valley View to build upon our 
relationship between HHWNC & the elementary school. 

v. Nextdoor Update: I activated HHWNC’s Nextdoor community. Last board meeting we 
had 1x woman arrive specifically because of the Nextdoor board meeting post. If you’re 
not on Nextdoor, please download the Nextdoor app so you can stay up to date on 
board meetings, community events, traffic alerts and risk prevention presentations. 

 
 

11. Public Comments – Comments from the public on agenda items and non-agenda items within 
the Board’s subject matter jurisdiction.  Public comments are limited to 2 minutes per speaker. 

 
12. Old Business  

 
13. New Business  

 
14. Adjournment 
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President’s Report Attachment -Agenda Item 5. a. i)  
 

 
 
 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/hollywood-hills-holiday-sing-a-long-tickets-52827250729
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President’s Report Attachment, City Council File #18-1120 Motion-Agenda Item 5. a. ii)  
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Transportation Attachment-Community Impact Statement -City Council File 1800304-Agenda Item 10. b. i)  
 
The Hollywood Hills West Neighborhood Council is one of the city’s certified neighborhood councils, representing 
residents and businesses located in the Hollywood Hills and foothills. While we hear from our stakeholders on a wide 
variety of issues, one item that is a consistent unresolved concern is the increased prevalence and impacts of cut-
through traffic from wayfinding apps such as Waze and Google Maps. 
 
Cut-through traffic is not a new phenomenon, and drivers have always sought short-cuts or faster alternate routes. 
However, the dramatic increase in cut-through traffic from traffic avoidance apps has resulted in a proportional 
decrease in the quality of life for those forced to deal with additional vehicles on their residential streets. Frustrated 
drivers seeking alternate routes to avoid congestion are typically in a hurry and race through residential streets 
causing safety concerns.   
 
Local residents are often not able to enter or exit their properties due to backed-up cars blocking access to their 
driveways and garages. Residents face long delays in getting home as they wait in lines of traffic with other drivers 
who are only using their streets as a short-cut to somewhere else. They must also deal with new or additional noise 
and pollution from the increased volume of cars driving past their homes. 
 
But beyond quality of life issues, wayfinding apps present public safety risks that cannot be ignored. Our residential 
streets are intended to be pedestrian-friendly, yet people now face speeding cars that often fail to stop at stop signs, 
making it difficult to safely cross the street with children or pets. If Los Angeles is truly committed to Vision Zero and 
other initiatives designed to improve walkability in the city, it must address the safety risks presented by cut-through 
traffic from traffic avoidance apps. 
 
Many of Hollywood Hills West’s hillside streets lack sidewalks entirely. Residents who wish to walk in their 
neighborhoods with children or dogs used to be able to safely walk in the streets themselves; after all, these were 
quiet residential streets that were only ever intended to be used by local homeowners. Now those same residents 
risk being run over by drivers who have been directed up these streets without any awareness of their narrow, 
winding nature.  
 
Our hillside roads often feature blind curves and do not meet city standards for two-way traffic. Sending high 
numbers of non-resident drivers through these substandard streets can result in accidents and traffic jams. In 
addition, the increased volume of cars on these small streets leads to road damage that can imperil hillside stability. 
 
These issues not only affect residents; they have a significant impact on city services. Residents and homeowners 
facing dangerous cut-through traffic justifiably demand increased enforcement from the city. They ask for the 
presence of traffic cops to ticket speeding drivers. They request new no-turn signage or additional stop signs, all of 
which require additional enforcement. They rightly call for meetings with Department of Transportation officials, 
demanding solutions that will return their streets to the safe, residential roads they once were. And the sheer 
increase in vehicles driving these roads means more frequent fixing of potholes, more repaving, more restriping.  
 
Los Angeles has created relationships with Waze and other wayfinding apps in order to share data. But a data-
sharing agreement does not address the long-term issues being caused by cut-through traffic. Data-sharing does not 
provide any relief for our stakeholders.  
 
The City Council and the Department of Transportation must do more to hear and act on the concerns of its 
residents being affected by this problem. If not addressed, the impacts will only worsen, leading to additional public 
safety risks, deterioration of our residential streets and an increased demand on city services. The Hollywood Hills 
West Neighborhood Council calls on our city officials and all pertinent city departments to take immediate steps to 
resolve this problem. 


	 CITY OF LOS ANGELES
	HOLLYWOOD HILLS WEST NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL
	HOLLYWOOD HILLS WEST NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL OFFICERS
	CALIFORNIA

	HOLLYWOOD HILLS WEST NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL
	BOARD MEETING

