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HOLLYWOOD HILLS WEST NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL 
BOARD MEETING 

May 20, 2020 
6:00pm 

Zoom Meeting Link: 
https://zoom.us/j/91920999172 

Meeting ID: 919 2099 9172 
Phone Dial in: 

+1-669-900-6833 Code: 91920999172#  
 

In conformity with the Governor’s Executive Order N-29-20 (MARCH 17, 2020) and due to concerns over COVID-19, the Hollywood Hills 

West Neighborhood Council meeting will be conducted entirely telephonically. 
 

Every person wishing to address the Neighborhood Council must dial (669) 900-6833, and enter 91920999172 and then press # to join the meeting. 

Instructions on how to sign up for public comment will be given to listeners at the start of the meeting  

 

The public is requested to dial *9, when prompted by the presiding officer, to address the Board on any agenda item before the Board 
takes an action on an item. Comments from the public on agenda items will be heard only when the respective item is being considered. 

Comments from the public on other matters not appearing on the agenda that are within the Board’s ju risdiction will be heard during the 

General Public Comment period.   Please note that under the Brown Act, the Board is prevented from acting on a matter that yo u bring to 

its attention during the General Public Comment period; however, the issue raised by  a member of the public may become the subject of 
a future Board meeting. Public comment is limited to 2 minutes per speaker, unless adjusted by the presiding officer of the B oard. Agenda 

is posted for public review: on bulletin boards at the Durant Library Branch, Community Center, 11243 Empowerment Blvd, Los Angeles, 

and electronically on the Hollywood Hills West Neighborhood Council website www.hhwnc.org and on the Department Of Neighborhood 

Empowerment, www.empowerla.org . You can also receive our agendas via email by subscribing to L.A. City’s Early Notification System at 
https://www.lacity.org/subscriptions 

 

In compliance with Government Code section 54957.5, non-exempt writings that are distributed to a majority or all of the board in advance 
of a meeting, may be viewed at our website at www.hhwnc.org, or at the scheduled meeting. In addition, if you would like a copy of any 

record related to an item on the agenda, please contact the Board Secretary at secretary@hhwnc.org. 

 

In compliance with Government Code section 54957.5, non-exempt writings that are distributed to a majority or all of the board in advance 
of a meeting may be viewed at 200 N. Spring Street Los Angeles, CA 90012  and at our website: www.empowerla.org or at the scheduled 

meeting.  In addition, if you would like a copy of any record related to an item on the agenda, please contact Name at (213) 978-1551 or 

email: NCsupport@lacity.org 

 
If you are compensated to monitor, attend, or speak at this meeting, City law may require you to register as a lobbyist and report your 

activity. See Los Angeles Municipal Code §§ 48.01 et seq. More information is available at ethics.lacity.org/lobbying. For assistance, please 

contact the Ethics Commission at {213) 978-1960 or ethics.commission@lacity.org 

 
As a covered entity under Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act, the City of Los Angeles does not discriminate on the basis of disability 

and, upon request, will provide reasonable accommodation to ensure equal access to its programs, services, and activities. Si gn language 

interpreters, assistive listening devices, and other auxiliary aids and/or services, may be provided upon request. To ensure availability of 

https://zoom.us/j/91920999172
http://www.hhwnc.org/
http://www.empowerla.org/
mailto:secretary@hhwnc.org
mailto:NCsupport@lacity.org
mailto:ethics.commission@lacity.org
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services, please make your request at least 3 business days (72 hours) prior to the meeting you wish to attend by contacting the Department 
of Neighborhood Empowerment by email: NCSupport@lacity.org or phone: (213) 978 -1551. 

 

 

ALL ITEMS LISTED ON THIS AGENDA ARE SUBJECT TO: 
POSSIBLE ACTION, INCLUDING A BOARD MOTION AND  

VOTING ON THE MOTION. 
 

PROCESS FOR RECONSIDERATION:  The Board may reconsider and amend its action on items listed on the agenda if that reconsideration takes place 

immediately following the original action or at the next regular meeting. The Board, on either of these two days, shall: (1) Make a Motion for 
Reconsideration and, if approved, (2) hear the matter and Take an Action.  If the motion to reconsider an action is to be scheduled at the next meeting 

following the original action, then two items shall be placed on the agenda for that meeting: (1) A Motion for Reconsideration on the described matter and 
(2) a Proposed Action should the motion to reconsider be approved.  A motion for reconsideration can only be made by a Board member who has previously 
voted on the prevailing side of the original action taken. If a motion for reconsideration is not made on the date the action was taken, then a Board member 

on the prevailing side of the action must submit a memorandum to the Secretary identifying the matter to be reconsidered and a brief description of the 

reason(s) for requesting reconsideration at the next regular meeting. The aforesaid shall all be in compliance with the Ralph M. Brown Act.  

 
AGENDA 

  
1. Call to order by President, Anastasia Mann 

 
2. Roll Call by Secretary, Britta Engstrom 

 
3. Approval of February 2020 minutes (attached) 

 
4. Public Official Reports 

a) CD4 –Field Deputy, Madelynn Taras, Office of Councilmember David Ryu  
b) CD13 – Sean Starkey, Office of Councilman Mitch O’Farrell 
c) Mayor’s Office, Central Area NC Rep, Angie Aramayo 
d) 46th Assembly District, Stephanie Mkhlian, Office of Assemblymember Adrin Nazarian 
e) 43rd Assembly District, Seamus Garrity from the Office of Assemblymember Laura Friedman 
f) 50th Assembly District- Josh Kurpies, Office of Assemblyman Richard Bloom 
g) 25th Senatorial District, Vickere Murphy, District Representative, Office of Anthony Portantino 
h) 3rd Supervisorial District, Erin Seinfeld, Office of Supervisor Sheila Kuehl  
i) 26th Senate State District, Allison Towle, Office of Senator Ben Allen 
j) 24th Senate State District, Baydsar Thomasian, Office of Senator Maria Elena Durazo 
k) Neighborhood Prosecutor, Hollywood Division, Ethan Weaver 
l) Department of Neighborhood Empowerment, Lorenzo Briceno 
m) Los Angeles Department of Recreation and Parks, Joe Losorelli 
n) Hollywood Bowl/Stratiscope, Angela Babcock  
o) LAPD – Hollywood & North Hollywood Divisions  
p) LAFD 
q) LADWP 
r) LADOT 

 
5. Election: Community Outreach Chair:  

Candidate: Jeremy Saunders (introduction) 
 

6. President’s Report (Anastasia Mann)  
 

a) Reminder speakers will be limited to 2 minutes each 
b) Open Seat/Reminder: Area 9 chair is open. Laurie Adami resigned effective April 26, 2020.  

Interested parties should e-mail president@hhwnc.org 
c) Status of NC rollover funds  and neighborhood council funding– David Ryu City Council Motion 

mailto:president@hhwnc.org
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d) CD4 Councilmember David Ryu update on issues pertaining to CD4 including impact of Covid-19 

on our community, parks, city budget etc. and position on Hollywood Center (aka: Millennium 
Project) 

e) Disclosure re: Sunset & Gardner Bldg. status in Area 7 request to be heard regarding a “spec” 
Restaurant/Bar CUP for an unbuilt shopping center by Margaret Taylor.  

f) Confirm next meeting date: June 17, 2020   
 

7. First Vice-President’s Report (Orrin Feldman)  
a) Hollywood Center Project - is a proposed mixed use development of 4 buildings within the 

HUNC boundaries, including over 1,000 residential apartments, on a 4.46 acre site.  The site 
generally is bound by Yucca Street on the North, Ivar Avenue on the West, Argyle Avenue on the 
East and Hollywood Boulevard on the South. The City's Planning Department released a Draft 
Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) on April 16, 2020. The department set June 1, 2020, as the 
deadline for public comments on the DEIR. The City's Planning Department's case no. is ENV-
2018-2116-EIR.  The State Clearinghouse Number is 2018051002. 
 
The Hollywood Center Project site is just to the East of HHWNC's area. While the Hollywood 
Center Project site is in Hollywood United Neighborhood Council's area, the Hollywood Center 
Project's likely impacts will be spread across both neighborhood councils' areas. Additional time 
should be granted to the neighborhood councils to gather their stakeholders' concerns and 
provide public comments.  

 
Due to the City's suspension of all neighborhood councils' activities during March and April, 
2020, and the gradual restarting of neighborhood councils' activities in May, HHWNC urges 
Mayor Garcetti, City Council Member Mitch O'Farrell, and the City's Planning Department to 
extend the public comment deadline by at least another 60 days. 
 
Motion:  Hollywood Hills West Neighborhood Council recommends and requests that the City of 
Los Angeles's elected officials and the City's Planning Department extend the public comment 
deadline on the Hollywood Center Project's DEIR for at least 75 days beyond the current June 1, 
2020 deadline. The public comment deadline should not be set any earlier than August 15, 
2020. 

 
8. Treasurer’s Report (Matt Shichtman)  

a) Board Member Reimbursements – None this month 
 

b) Approve February, March & April Monthly Expenditure Reports 
 
Motion: The Board of the Hollywood Hills West NC approves the February 2020 Monthly 
Expenditure Report submitted by Treasurer Matt Shichtman. 
 
Motion: The Board of the Hollywood Hills West NC approves the March 2020 Monthly 
Expenditure Report submitted by Treasurer Matt Shichtman. 
 
Motion: The Board of the Hollywood Hills West NC approves the April 2020 Monthly 
Expenditure Report submitted by Treasurer Matt Shichtman. 
 

c) Review remaining FY 19-20 budget  
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d) Discuss and approve FY 20/21 budget and Administrative Packet.  
 
Motion: HHWNC Board approves the FY 20/21 Administrative Packet, including Annual Budget, 
as discussed at the HHWNC meeting on May 20, 2020, including allowance of up to $175 for 
board member reimbursement for refreshments at board and committee meetings.  
 

e) Renew David Horowitz contract with the city: 
  

Motion: Renew David Horowitz’s contract with the city for the FY20/21 (July1-2020 to June 30,2021) 
to provide ongoing website development/administration, Microsoft Exchange administration and 
other administrative duties at a rate of $250/month, as well as for special projects at a rate of $80-
$90 per hour. 

 
f) Budget advocate Oren Katz, request motion to approve $1,000 contribution to support the 

Budget Advocates (as requested by Jack Humphreville) 
 
Motion: HHWNC board approve $1,000 contribution to Budget Advocates. 
 

g) Approve renewal of the NC mailbox. 

Motion: The board approves retroactively payment of $742.00 to renew NC mailbox @ 7095 
Hollywood Blvd # 1004. 

h) Discussion of new encumbrance program – deadline Monday, June 22, 2020 

 
9. Second Vice President’s Report (Jane Crockett)  

 
a) Member Training Update 

 
10. Secretary’s Report (Britta Engstrom)   

 
11. Committee Reports  

 
a) Park & Open Space Chair (Jeff Masino)  

i. New Installations – Runyon Canyon Park Updates:  While Runyon Cyn Park is currently closed, 
LA Rec & Parks has completed the installation of a Captain Albert Torres memorial bench in 
Upper Runyon Cyn and a “Chat Bench,” spearheaded by Area 8 Chair, Serra Aladag, in lower 
Runyon Cyn.   More details, including a dedication for both will be announced at a later date.  
 

ii. COVID-19 Pandemic Runyon Cyn Re-opening Plan:   The Hollywood Hills West Neighborhood 
Council, together with the Los Angeles Department Recreation & Parks, are concerned for the 
safety and well-being of all Runyon Cyn Park visitors until such time that the coronavirus will no 
longer be a threat to our community.  With this in mind, a plan for certain trail closures, new 
signage, and fencing will be needed (please see attachment of new signage).  LA Rec & Parks 
has asked that HHWNC help contribute specifically for the creation of 8 TRAILS OPEN SOCIAL 
DISTANCING banners and 8’ tall chain-link fencing (please see attachment for signage 
invoice).    

Motion:  That the HHWNC work together with LA Rec & Parks and approve an expenditure of 
$639.40 to produce 8 TRAILS OPEN SOCIAL DISTANCING banners to be installed at Runyon Cyn 
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Park, plus chain link fencing, not to exceed a total amount of $2,200 (for fencing), to coincide 
with the park’s COVID-19 reopening plan.   

b) Area 3 (Brian Dyer) 
i. Restaurant 504, 6541 W. Hollywood Boulevard Permit Application ZA-2019-5469-CUB 

 
Project Description: A conditional use permit to allow the sale and dispensing of a full line of 
alcoholic beverages for on-site consumption in conjunction with a 1,880 square foot restaurant 
with 30 indoor seats and 650 square foot patio. 
 
Requested Entitlement: pursuant to LAMC 12.24 w 1 A conditional use permit to allow the sale 
and dispensing of a full line of alcoholic beverages for on-site consumption in conjunction with 
a 1,880 square foot restaurant with 30 indoor seats and 650 square covered patio with 30 
outdoor seats, with live entertainment, including musical acts of no more than four performers. 
Hours of operation are from 7:30 a.m. to 2:00 a.m., daily in the c4-2d-sn and [q]r5-2 zones. 
 
The applicant is now Te’Kila, currently operating in the complex, having leased the space when 
the previous applicant pulled out. 
 
Presentation from project representatives Lee Raburn and Armen Zadoyan. 
 
Motion: If the operators of Smash change the CUP application to limit DJ until 11:00 PM, 
remove live musicians from the application, have no outdoor speakers facing to or on the 
Boulevard, and be in compliance with proper, Federally mandated music licensing, then the 
HHWNC Board will support the application. 

 
c) Infrastructure (Danielle Mead), Area 7 (Lincoln Williamson) & Environment (Barbara Witkin) 

i. On January 26, 2020, members of the Area 7 and Infrastructure committees walked Sunset Blvd 
from the city border with West Hollywood to La Brea Ave. The committees identified many 
opportunities for improvements and beautification, including the need for pressure-washing 
multiple stretches of sidewalks which are dirty, discolored and littered with gum and debris. 
Based on an estimate from a vendor, the committees request up to $4,000.00 allocation of 
funds for pressure washing the public sidewalk along three heavily trafficked blocks on Sunset 
Boulevard: 1) Hayworth Avenue to Fairfax Avenue (south side), Vista Street to Martel Avenue 
(north side), and Fuller Avenue to Poinsettia Place (north side).  
 
Motion: The Hollywood Hills West Neighborhood Council approves up to $4,000.00 for 
pressure washing sidewalks (including gum removal) for three blocks along Sunset Boulevard: 
1) Hayworth Avenue to Fairfax Avenue (south side), Vista Street to Martel Avenue (north side), 
and Fuller Avenue to Poinsettia Place (north side). 

 
d) Public Safety (Paul Jenkins) 

i. HHWNC Senior Outreach Program (see attachments)  
Create an HHWNC Senior Outreach program that will help connect isolated seniors to 
community resources and provide them a reason and opportunity to tell a story about their life. 
Even if they must be physically isolated, they can reach out emotionally.  

 
The pandemic may require seniors and those with underlying health issues to follow Stay at 
Home orders until there is a vaccine or an effective treatment (the vaccine is estimated to take 
12 to 18 months). Isolation can be challenging emotionally and often leads to both physical and 
mental health problems. The plan would be a way to engage Seniors and reinforce their value 
to their neighbors and the HHWNC.  
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The program would include organizing volunteers, launching a community website, having 
Senior online meetings, and dropping off HHWNC branded plants and Emergency Preparation 
manuals.  
 
During the outreach phone call, we could offer: 
-Information on resources for Seniors  
-The opportunity to join an HHWNC community website of seniors, artists, and volunteers. 
-Ask them to create a story about their life that an actor or volunteer could read at a regularly 
scheduled online meeting. Or they could create a piece of artwork to be photographed and 
displayed.  
-An Emergency Preparation manual so they can be emergency information leaders for their 
neighbors 
-An opportunity to be a volunteer making phone calls and checking on other Seniors 
 
The budget requested is a not to exceed amount of $4,000 for approximately 100 senior 
HHWNC branded plants and emergency plan deliveries for Seniors that agree to create art. This 
includes mailings and outreach. See attached budget and diagram of the initial plan proposed 
for discussion. Outreach meetings will be conducted for stakeholder and board member 
feedback and interest. 
 
Motion: Approve a budget to create a Senior Outreach program which includes social out reach 
and mailings, purchase and delivery of plants, print and delivery of Emergency Preparation 
manuals. Amount not to exceed $4,000. 

 
12. Public Comments – Comments from the public on agenda items and non-agenda items within the 

Board’s subject matter jurisdiction.  Public comments are limited to 2 minutes per speaker. 
 

13. Adjournment 
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Attachments for Treasurer Agenda Item 8. d) 
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Attachments for Parks Agenda Item 11. a) i.  
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Attachment for Public Safety Agenda Item 11. e) i.  
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HOLLYWOOD HILLS WEST NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL 
BOARD MEETING 
February 19, 2020 

6:00 pm 
Will and Ariel Durant Library Branch 

7140 Sunset Blvd, Los Angeles, CA 90046 
 

DRAFT MINUTES 
  

1. Call to order by President, Anastasia Mann at 6:08pm 
 

2. Roll Call by Secretary, Britta Engstrom. Quorum established. Absent: Daniel Savage, Naomi Kobrin, 
Bob Mansell, Jeff Straebler & Melissa Reeck.   

 
3. Approval of minutes. Jeff Masino made the motion, Danielle Mead 2nd. The minutes were approved 

16-0 (1 abstain).  
 

4. Election of Area 9 Chair 
Candidate: Laurie Adami 
Laurie was elected by the board 16-0 (1 abstain).  

 
5. Public Official Reports 

a) CD4 –Field Deputy, Madelynn Taras, Office of Councilmember David Ryu provided an update 
that they are looking at streets that can be easily paved by BSS vs. those that will need to be 
capital improvement projects. They have a new planner, Paola Mendez. The Wonder Woman of 
the 4th Event on March 22nd is coming up and they are taking submissions. She invited everyone 
to check out the new community calendar on their website. 

b) CD13 – Sean Starkey, Office of Councilman Mitch O’Farrell spoke about Metro Bike Share which will 
have 10 new stations coming to Hollywood. He shared that many shelters are expanding including 
the YWCA which is expanding to 120 beds in March.   
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c) 3rd Supervisorial District, Erin Seinfeld, Office of Supervisor Sheila Kuehl introducing introduced 
herself as the new representative. Her e-mail is Eseinfeld@bos.lacounty.gov  She spoke about how 
in the LA County Court System people will no longer have to pay certain administrative fees.  

d) Neighborhood Prosecutor, Hollywood Division, Ethan Weaver stated that there is a new prosecutor 
in North Hollywood. Ethan is looking into the short term rental that was the site of a murder earlier 
in the day. Ethan introduced Sarah Spielberger, Deputy City Attorney, Gang & Gun Prosecution 
Section. If anyone sees graffiti they should report to 311 or SLO. They will determine if it’s gang 
related.   
 

e) LAPD – Hollywood & North Hollywood Divisions  
 
SLO Ralph Sanchez was unable to give too many details about the ongoing investigation regarding 
the recent shooting at the short term rental in Mt. Olympus. He stated that they are on it and they 
are investigating it. The suspects are still outstanding. It is a short term rental that has been written 
up as a party house previously. SLO Brian White has tracked every citation on this house. 
Enforcement has been pushing citations. Ethan Weaver explained that administrative citations are 
non-criminal but violators are entitled to a hearing. These types of things include citations for party 
houses, the new vending ordinance, and any municipal code.  
 
SLO Kurtis Delbar stated that there has been a 10% crime reduction. He reviewed how to report a 
crime online at LAPDonline.org  (if you don’t have evidence etc. and don’t want to wait on the 
phone)  Package thefts and online crimes usually people selling goods online and getting it taken by 
force have been very common. He also informed stakeholders to be on the lookout for Turo cars 
(Airbnb of cars). You may notice extra vehicles in your neighborhood.  

 
6. President’s Report (Anastasia Mann)  

 
a) Report on CD4 Candidate Forum held on Sunday, Feb. 16, 2020. Four candidates participated for 

90 minutes of Q&A. The debate is available to view online. HHWNC had active participation at 
their table at the event. 
 

b) LAFD Fire Station 76 Report - update on Community & Officials event (Public Safety Report).  (see 
attachment) 

 
Capt. Dalton stated that the station is 70+ years old and they are unable to cool the apparatus 
(like a garage) which can get extremely hot, even at night. It’s putting the firefighters at risk for 
heat related illnesses and does not allow them to recover. Additionally, the gym isn’t used 
because it is too hot in the summer. The swamp cooler would reduce the temperature by over 
20 degrees. 
 
Commander Hogan stated that since the swamp cooler is not in their budget they are unable to 
ask for it which is whey they are coming to the HHWNC for a NPG. 
 
Motion: HHWNC approve a Neighborhood Purpose Grant of $3,800 for Fire Station 76 to install 
a swamp cooler at the fire station.  
 
Anastasia Mann made the motion, Orrin Feldman 2nd. The motion was approved unanimously 
17-0.  
 

c) Durant Library Requests: Neighborhood Purpose Grants 

mailto:Eseinfeld@bos.lacounty.gov


HOLLYWOOD HILLS WEST NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL – DRAFT MINUTES 

 

i. The Source is a monthly gathering of service providers for homeless or disadvantaged 
clients. They service between 170-190 clients per month. The money from the grant will 
help pay for meals and other resources.  

 
Motion: HHWNC approve payment of $2,000 to Friends of Durant Library to fund the 
Source Event at the library for one month. 
 
Anastasia Mann made the motion, Luminita Roman 2nd.  The motion was approved 16-1.  
John Franks shared details and receipts from prior Source events per Area 7’s request.  
 
Public Comment: 
-Francine Beeman  
-Joan Howard 
-Leon Jones 

 
ii. The Durant Library has traditionally distinguished itself with arts and science programming 

that serves patrons from pre-school through retirement. They plan to expand their science 
related programming that will prove a benefit to students who patronize the branch. This 
programming is not covered by the LAPL budget.  

 
Motion: HHWNC approve payment of $2,000 to Friends of Durant Library to ongoing 
programs at the library for children and young adults.   
 
Anastasia Mann made the motion, Matt Shicthman 2nd.   
This item was tabled until next board meeting.  

 
d) Coronavirus What You Need to Know Flyer (see attachment)  
e) The next meeting date was confirmed for March 18, 2020 
f) Anastasia Mann reminded the Board to send her any 2019 e-mails from Nicholas Grief (Former 

Chief of Staff for CD4) as it is a public records request.  
 

7. First Vice-President’s Report (Orrin Feldman)  
a) Urban Redwood Hearing 
b) Ventura -Cahuenga Blvd. Corridor Specific Plan Open House 
c) PLUM Committee Meeting on March 2nd will now be on March 9, 2020 

 
8. Treasurer’s Report (Matt Shichtman)  

a) Board Member Reimbursements  
Possible motion and vote.  
 
Anastasia Mann - $159.62 for refreshments and table cloth for CD4 Candidate Forum 
 
Matt Shichtman - $20.07 for refreshments for 2/19 board meeting 
 
Brian Dyer - $71.50 for photocopying and refreshments for Area 3 meeting 
 
Motion: Approve all board member reimbursements.  
 
Matt Shichtman made motion. Orrin Feldman 2nd. The motion was Approved 16-0.  
 

b) Approve January Monthly Expenditure Report 
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Motion: The Board of the Hollywood Hills West NC approves the January 2020 Monthly 
Expenditure Report submitted by Treasurer Matt Shichtman. 

 
c) Add 2nd Signer to NC Credit Card 

 
Motion: The HHWNC board approves adding HHWNC President Anastasia Mann as a 2nd signer 
to the NC credit card. 
 
Matt Shichtman made the Motion, Jeff Masino 2nd. The motion was approved 16-0.  

 
9. Secretary’s Report (Britta Engstrom)   

 
a) Britta will email the Board regarding business cards. 

 
10. Committee Reports  

 
a) Park & Open Space Chair (Jeff Masino)  

i. Captain Albert Torres memorial Update:  In November 2019, the HHWNC Board voted 
unanimously 16-0 to fund a memorial bench (and plaque) and tree planting in Runyon Cyn 
Park.  LA Parks Foundation is providing a bench and plaque “at cost” to HHWNC for $1,200. This 
amount must now be approved as a Community Improvement Project (for beautification and 
capital improvement projects on public property).   LA Rec & Parks will also provide a memorial 
tree at the bench location and will install both at no additional cost to HHWNC. 
 
Motion: HHWNC fund a Community Impact Project for a memorial bench and plaque at cost for 
$1,200 to honor Captain Albert Torres.   
 
Jeff Masino made the motion.  Mary Yarber 2nd.  The motion was approved 16-0. 

 
ii. Runyon Cyn Park “Chat Bench” Update: In September 2019, spearheaded by Area 8 Chair, Serra 

Aladag, the HHWNC Board voted unanimously 19-0 to fund and support working with LA Rec & 
Parks to designate a “chat bench”,” encouraging spontaneous conversation among park goers 
at Runyon Canyon Park, and sponsored by the HHWNC.   An existing bench in lower Runyon Cyn 
has been identified.   Serra has submitted the following language below (modeled on other 
“chat benches”):  

Chat Bench 

Smile, say hello and spark a conversation with the persons sitting on this bench.  

This is a dedicated space to combat social isolation and loneliness. 

Hollywood Hills West Neighborhood Council 

Motion: Approve the language for the bench as it appeared in the agenda with the 
addition of the HHWNC website.  

Jeff Masino made the motion, Serra Aladag 2nd. The motion was approved 16-0.  

iii. Report on joint HHWNC, Friends of Runyon, LA Rec & Parks meeting: Tuesday, January 
28th, 2020 at the CD4 Hollywood Field Office, attended by Area 6 Chair, Mary Yarber 
and Parks and Open Space Chair, Jeff Masino.  

 
b) Outreach Chair (Kyle Naumovski)  
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i. Stakeholder Outreach- How is each Area Chair connecting with the stakeholders they 
represent? Any help I can provide?   

ii. Census Goodwill Ambassadors (CGA) Training Completed & HHWNC Census liaison appointed 
by Lorenzo Briceno 

iii. CGA Training- Great resource for Area chairs to connect with stakeholders 
iv. 2020 Census - an extremely important count which will determine the amount of federal 

funding our neighborhood receives and the number of political representation we get on City 
and State level.  

v. Action Plan to Improve Impact on Outreach activities  
 

c) Infrastructure (Danielle Mead) 
i. Website Maintenance Proposals 

 At HHWNC’s January board meeting, the board voted to have President Anastasia Mann 
appoint a board member to obtain three bids from qualified vendors to provide ongoing 
website, email and technical support for HHWNC and report back to the Board. Anastasia Mann 
recused herself and left the room.  
 
We have received bids from David Horowitz, Media Arts and Sunlight Media for the Board to 
review (see agenda packet).  

 
Motion: HHWNC shall accept the bid from David Horowitz for $250/month to provide ongoing 
website development/administration, Microsoft Exchange administration and other 
administrative duties, as well as for special projects at a rate of $80-$90/hr.  
 
Danielle Mead made the motion, Oren Katz 2nd.  The motion was approved 15-0. 
 

ii. Sidewalk Repair DEIR 
The City of Los Angeles Bureau of Engineering (BOE) is conducting the environmental review 
process for the proposed Sidewalk Repair Program. The proposed Project would continue, 
amend and expand implementation of Safe Sidewalks LA over approximately 30 years in order 
to make City pedestrian facilities compliant with applicable accessibility requirements. The 
Neighborhood Council Sustainability Alliance (NCSA) Trees Committee has asked neighborhood 
councils to support their concerns about tree loss and the tree canopy impacts which could 
result from the Sidewalk Repair Program (see background info in agenda packet).  

 
Motion: 
Whereas, the Sidewalk Repair Program Draft Environmental Impact Report (EIR) proposes to 
allow the tree canopy to decrease over 1.5% during 30 years by removing 12,869 large trees, 
only reaching 2017 levels again in 2047, and 
Whereas, the EIR proposes to mitigate tree loss at different ratios during different years of the 
project, only planting the minimum number of trees necessary to return to 2017 levels in 2047, 
and 
Whereas, the EIR claims the project to have minimal environmental impacts, and 
Whereas, tree canopy is an essential first line of defense against extreme heat days, which will 
become more frequent during the next 30 years and localized tree loss will result in a 
dangerous increase in local temperatures, especially on extreme heat days, and 
Whereas, loss of tree canopy also means reduced air quality, loss of habitat, loss of stormwater 
filtration, and loss of aesthetics and property values, 
  
Therefore, the Hollywood Hills West Neighborhood Council requests to the Bureau of 
Engineering: 
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1) that every possible effort be made to redesign sidewalks around trees utilizing bulb-outs and 
meandering sidewalks; 
2) that only those trees absolutely necessary to be removed for sidewalk repair be removed, 
with no preemptive removal of trees not causing problems; 
3) that all trees removed for the sidewalk repair program be mitigated at a ratio of 4:1 with 
species of equal size at maturity and located in the same neighborhood as those removed; 
4) that the EIR be amended to consider tree removal a significant adverse impact with binding 
mitigation measures; 
5) that every tree removal continue to have the due process of notification through an Urban 
Forestry Division tree removal notice and that removal of 3 or more trees at a given site 
continue to have a Board of Public Works hearing; 
6) a 60-day extension in the scoping period to allow all neighborhood councils the opportunity 
to agendize and submit their motions. 
 
Danielle Mead made the motion, Jeff Masino 2nd.  The motion passes as amended 16-0.  
 
Public Comment: 
-Julie Kremkus 

 
d) Area 3/Transportation (Brian Dyer & Jeff Straebler) 

i. At the November 2019 HHWNC Board meeting, the Board sent back the Area 3 / Transportation 
motion to remove the traffic island at Yucca and Las Palmas for further study. This is a follow up 
to the Board discussion and recommends a motion for LADOT to conduct a traffic study for 
Area 3 and suggest mitigation measures for the impacts of general Hollywood Bowl-driven 
traffic, Hollywood Bowl-driven hard street closures; movie premiere and other street closures 
of Hollywood Boulevard; traffic islands located at the intersections of Yucca at Las Palmas, 
Cherokee and Whitley, traffic turning left from Las Palmas onto Franklin, traffic turning right 
from Wilcox onto Franklin, etc. 
 
Motion: That the Hollywood Hills West Neighborhood Council request the Los Angeles 
Department of Transportation to conduct a traffic study and propose traffic flow mitigation 
measures within Area 3. 
 
Brian Dyer made the motion. Luminita Roman 2nd. The motion was approved 16-0.  
 
Public Comment: 
- Annie Gagen 
 

e) Public Safety (Paul Jenkins) 
i. 1 - Fire Station 76 Community Open House - December 18, 2019 

Receipt of Certificate of Appreciation to the Hollywood Hills West Neighborhood Council from 
the City of Los Angeles and the Fourth Council District for supporting Fire Station 76, LAFD and 
LAPD and other local First Responders, which enhances an emergency & disaster preparedness 
collaboration model at the grassroots level. See attached document.  

 
ii. Neighborhood Council Emergency Preparedness Alliance Meeting Report- Saturday January 25, 

2020 
Discussed: 
- Civil Unrest – What are the city’s plans and what can NCs do to help prepare. Sgt Michael 
Hammett, LAPD EP Unit. 10,300 officers total for four million residents (1 to 400 ratio) with a 
limited number in the field at any time. We need to help each other in an emergency.  
- EMD will be reviewing the RYLAN program and how to canvass in your neighborhood. 
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February 29th, 12:30 to 2pm - Mid-Valley Regional Library 16244 Nordhoff Street, North Hills 
-John Darnell of DONE proposed an outline of responsibilities for Emergency Preparation 
Liaisons (new position). No limit to the number, you don’t have to be board member, the 
HHWNC President appoints. 
 

iii. 3 - Homelessness Liaison Meeting - Wednesday, January 29, 2020 by the Homelessness Liaison 
Task Force. Update and Review. Measure H (County) - for services only - Dashboard - 
https://homeless.lacounty.gov/impact-dashboard/  - 1/4 cent sales tax for homeless services - 
expected 350 million per year = $7,000 per homeless person per year considering about 50k 
homeless persons. Measure H Goal - House 45,000 people in 5 years. HHH (L.A. City) - to 
building housing (services by Measure H) - Dashboard - https://www.lamayor.org/summary-
supportive-housing-pipeline 1.2 billion bond measure to build 10k units. HHH is just one source 
of funding for projects (never intended to be the sole source), sometimes projects need up to 
20 streams of financing, HHH is just one of them. Permanent supportive housing for the most 
vulnerable - support they need. Estimates are 25% to 30% of people experiencing homelessness 
need supportive housing - they are the first and most vulnerable being focused on. 

iv. Possible announcement re: GO BAG opportunity for stakeholders.  
 
 

11. Public Comments – Comments from the public on agenda items and non-agenda items within the 
Board’s subject matter jurisdiction.  Public comments are limited to 2 minutes per speaker.  

 
-Natalie Soderquist  
-Jeremy Tramer 

 
12. Adjournment  meeting adjourned at 8:23pm.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://homeless.lacounty.gov/impact-dashboard/
https://www.lamayor.org/summary-supportive-housing-pipeline
https://www.lamayor.org/summary-supportive-housing-pipeline
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Attachment for Agenda Item 5. b. 
 

Craig Sanford Heating & Air, Inc. 

16654 Soledad Cyn. Road #186 

Canyon Country, CA 91351 

661 298 3070 Office 

661 298 3069 Fax 

St. Lic. 527114 C-20 

&540286 C-10 

 
 

October 2, 2019 

 
Los Angeles City Fire Station 76 
3111 Cahuenga Bl. West 
Los Angeles CA 90068 

213 485 6276 
 
As per the request by customer the above contractor is quoting the installation of a new Arrow Cool Pro 
Series cooler model number PPD4802C, this bid will include all labor for the installation, all mounting 

hardware, sheet metal, electrical, register, water line and drain line. The electrical will be a manual on/off 
switch with high and low cool position and a high and low vent position. 
 
Installation should take 1.5 days to complete and be running. 

 
Price of the project is $3800.00 to be paid at completion of job. 
 
All equipment has a 5 year warranty on all parts and a 2 year installation warranty, you are responsibility is 

for maintenance once a year. 
 
 
 

 
Thank you 
Craig Sanford 
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Attachment for Agenda Item 5. e. 
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Attachments for Agenda Item 10. c) i.  
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Attachment for agenda item 10. c) ii.  

 
YOUR VOICE IS NEEDED! 

 
Hello, neighborhood council board members,  
 
The members of the Neighborhood Council Sustainability Alliance (NCSA) Trees Committee 
want to be sure you are aware of a critical opportunity for individuals and neighborhood 
councils to take a position on the future of our urban tree canopy. 
 
The City of Los Angeles has launched a program to repair our broken sidewalks. As part of a 
settlement of the Willits class action lawsuit, a sidewalk repair program (SRP) called Safe 
Sidewalks LA began 3 years ago, and as a result, hundreds of large trees have already been 
removed, even though an environmental impact report (EIR) had not been conducted. We all 
want our sidewalks repaired, but we cannot afford to lose our urban tree canopy.  
 
Through this 30-year SRP program, close to 13,000 large, mature trees are projected to be 
removed and replaced with 15-gallon saplings. 
 
On December 26, 2019, the Sidewalk Repair Program Draft EIR was finally released. Here is a 
link: https://sidewalks.lacity.org/environmental-impact-report. The NCSA Trees Committee 
has serious concerns that this lengthy report is not informed by science and ignores the 
City’s own Dudek report, which cites tree preservation as critical for the health of our city 
and its inhabitants. 
 
The goal of this draft EIR is to “streamline” the implementation of the sidewalk repair 
program and enable trees to be removed without challenge. We have concerns about the 
rush to remove trees without adequate due process, public involvement, and consideration 
of more sustainable approaches. We know there are hardscape alternatives to tree 
removals, such as bulb-outs, that are utilized in other cities to divert the sidewalk around the 
tree in order to retain it that are not proposed for Los Angeles. Visit 

www.seattle.gov/Documents/Departments/SDOT/Trees/TreeSidewalksOperationsPlan_final
215.pdf to learn more. 
 

Although new young trees will be planted, the projected return to the tree canopy baseline 
as it existed prior to the program will not occur for 30 years. The report ignores or fails to 
evaluate numerous health and environmental impacts that result from tree removals. These 
include an increased heat island effect, a decline in air quality, loss of wildlife, and loss of 
stormwater capture. No mitigation of ecosystem services loss is addressed in this EIR 
because trees are considered a design element rather than an ecosystem service provider. 
 

https://sidewalks.lacity.org/environmental-impact-report
http://www.seattle.gov/Documents/Departments/SDOT/Trees/TreeSidewalksOperationsPlan_final215.pdf
http://www.seattle.gov/Documents/Departments/SDOT/Trees/TreeSidewalksOperationsPlan_final215.pdf
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Trees take decades to grow to maturity, and the report anticipates a new tree mortality rate 
of only 8%, which we believe is overly optimistic, particularly given that budget and capacity 
constraints may make proper maintenance and irrigation of young trees extremely 
challenging. The City of Santa Monica’s chief forester reported at the City of Los Angeles’s 
2019 Tree Summit that they experience 20% mortality with street tree saplings, and their 
urban forestry program is highly regarded. The City of Los Angeles’s replacement-tree list 
excludes important large-canopy tree species, and it is the large trees that provide greater 
ecosystem services than smaller trees. It is these valuable species that are frequent 
candidates for removal. 
 
Here is a sample motion: 
 

Whereas, the Sidewalk Repair Program Draft Environmental Impact Report (EIR) proposes to 

allow the tree canopy to decrease over 1.5% during 30 years by removing 12,869 large trees, only 
reaching 2017 levels again in 2047, and 
Whereas, the EIR proposes to mitigate tree loss at different ratios during different years of the 
project, only planting the minimum number of trees necessary to return to 2017 levels in 2047, and 

Whereas, the EIR claims the project to have minimal environmental impacts, and 
Whereas, tree canopy is an essential first line of defense against extreme heat days, which will 
become more frequent during the next 30 years and localized tree loss will result in a dangerous 
increase in local temperatures, especially on extreme heat days, 

Whereas, loss of tree canopy also means reduced air quality, loss of habitat, loss of stormwater 
filtration, and loss of aesthetics and property values, 
 
Therefore, the (your NC name here) requests 

1) that every possible effort be made to redesign sidewalks around trees utilizing bulb-outs and 
meandering sidewalks  
2) that only those trees absolutely necessary to be removed for sidewalk repair be removed, with 
no preemptive removal of trees not causing problems 

2) that all trees removed for the sidewalk repair program be mitigated at a ratio of 4:1 with species 
of equal size at maturity and located in the same neighborhood as those removed 
3) that the EIR be amended to consider tree removal a significant adverse impact with binding 
mitigation measures 

4) that every tree removal continue to have the due process of notification through an Urban 
Forestry Division tree removal notice and that removal of 3 or more trees at a given site continue 
to have a Board of Public Works hearing 
5) a 60-day extension in the scoping period to allow all neighborhood councils the opportunity to 

agendize and submit their motions 
 
Joanne D'Antonio 
Neighborhood Council Sustainability Alliance, Trees Committee Chair  

Sustainability Representative, Board Member, Greater Valley Glen Council 
Community Forest Advisory Committee Representative for Council District 2 
NCSA Representative, Urban Forestry Management Plan Working Group (Dudek Report) 

jdantonio@greatervalleyglencouncil.org  
trees@ncsa.la 
(818) 387-8631 
 

mailto:jdantonio@greatervalleyglencouncil.org
mailto:trees@ncsa.la
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Attachment for agenda item 10. e) i.  

 
 


