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HOLLYWOOD HILLS WEST NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL 
BOARD MEETING 

May 20, 2020 
6:00pm 

Zoom Meeting Link: 
https://zoom.us/j/91920999172 

Meeting ID: 919 2099 9172 
Phone Dial in: 

+1-669-900-6833 Code: 91920999172#  
 

MINUTES 
  

1. Call to order by President, Anastasia Mann called to order at 6:15pm.  
 

2. Roll Call by Secretary, Britta Engstrom. Quorum established (21 board members present). 
 

3. Approval of February 2020 minutes. Orrin Feldman made the motion to approve the February 2020 
minutes, Britta Engstrom 2nd. The minutes were approved 21-0.  

 
4. Public Official Reports 

a) CD4 –Field Deputy, Madelynn Taras, Office of Councilmember David Ryu can be reached at 323-
957-6415 or by e-mail madelynn.taras@lacity.org.  

b) CD13 – Sean Starkey, Office of Councilman Mitch O’Farrell provided an update that $1 million of 
discretionary funding will be given to renters in the 13th district so they can apply for a small grant 
to assist with rent. An additional $1 million will be given for small businesses. If anyone has COVID 
related questions reach out to Sean. He can be reached at Sean.starkey@lacity.org and 312-261-
1545. 

c) 46th Assembly District, Stephanie Mkhlian, Office of Assemblymember Adrin Nazarian stated that 
the Assemblymember has been working with the Labor Secretary for EDD/DMV issues and she 
(Stephanie) can be reached at 818-376-4246 or stephanie.mkhlian.asm.ca.gov 

d) 50th Assembly District- Josh Kurpies, Office of Assemblyman Richard Bloom provided and upate that 
if you are aware of EDD cases that need assistance he can help and be reached at 
josh.kurpies@asm.ca.gov.  

e) 25th Senatorial District, Vickere Murphy, District Representative, Office of Anthony Portantino  can 
be reached at 818-409-0400, e-mail vickere.murphy@sen.ca.gov or sd25.senate.ca.gov/contact.  
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Senator Anthony Portantino addressed the board and stated that he is on the Economic Recovery 
working group and they unveiled two proposals to try and stabilize the rental housing market. 
People would get credits that will have 10 years to pay back (interest free).  
 
His office is available for anything you need.  

 
f) 3rd Supervisorial District, Erin Seinfeld, Office of Supervisor Sheila Kuehl stated that some recreation 

including beaches as well as manufacturers and businesses have reopened. Public Health is 
continuing to modify the health order as we see progress. We are on Stage 2 of Stage 5. They are 
working on a COVID 19 recovery plan for the homeless. Please reach out if you know anyone in 
need so they can help assist. Reach out to Erin at eseinfeld@bos.lacounty.gov if you need anything. 

g) Neighborhood Prosecutor, Hollywood Division, Ethan Weaver stated as of now there is no order to 
move homeless encampments. He provided and update on party houses in regards to social 
distancing. With COVID 19 all the police can do is enforce the party house ordinance. It’s not illegal 
to rent a short erm rental and the safe at home order stops at private residents so the party house 
ordinance is all they can respond to. He can be reached at Ethanweaver.@lacity.org 

h) Department of Neighborhood Empowerment, Lorenzo Briceno reminded the NC that bylaw 
amendments are due June 5th and you have until June 30th to encumber any funds.  

i) Hollywood Bowl/Stratiscope, Angela Babcock stated that the Hollywood Bowl season is cancelled 
and that they continue to work with local officials to keep up the progress regarding traffic 
mitigations etc.  

j) LAPD – Hollywood & North Hollywood Divisions  
Captain Steven Lurie (Hollywood Division) – provided an update that the Hollywood Division is up 
and running and of 400 officers only 2 have been sick. Crime in Hollywood is down about 14.5% 
since stay at home order was initiated. Motor vehicle crimes have spiked…half of cars stolen had 
the key fob on seat. Cars with electronics sitting on the seats also getting stolen. The 1410 Miller 
Shooting  was likely a self-inflicted wound. Social media is the fastest way to stay up to date. 
Twitter: @LAPDLurie and e-mail is 33959@lapd.online  
 
Captain Rafael Ramirez (North Hollywood) stated that only one officer has been COVID-19 positive. 
They have been getting around 900 radio calls every week. Vehicle theft is also an issue but half 
have been because the car was running or the keys were in the vehicle.   
 

k) LAFD - Brett Dalton  from Station 76 stated that four firefighters are still hospitalized from the fire 
downtown. He thanked the board for the swamp cooler.  

 
5. Election: Community Enrichment Chair:  

Candidate: Jeremy Saunders (introduction) 
Jeremy Saunders was elected unanimously 21-0.  
 

6. President’s Report (Anastasia Mann)  
 

a) Reminder speakers will be limited to 2 minutes each 
 

b) Open Seat/Reminder: Area 9 chair is open. Laurie Adami resigned effective April 26, 2020.  
 

Interested parties should e-mail president@hhwnc.org 
 

c) Status of NC rollover funds and neighborhood council funding– David Ryu City Council Motion 
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d) CD4 Councilmember David Ryu update on issues pertaining to CD4 including impact of Covid-19 
on our community, parks, city budget etc. and position on Hollywood Center (aka: Millennium 
Project) 

 
 

Councilmember Ryu thanked the NC Board members for their services and getting information 
out, volunteer and donating to helping fellow Angelinos.  
 

• Senior sanitizing services have a been a priority (specifically for vulnerable populations). 
They are calling every older member in the district to check in.  

 

• They are working to help partner neighbors in need and neighbors who want to help 
together through Mon Ami. 

 

• Debt and mortgage forgiveness is on front of mind to help people. Relief needs to go to 
the people (bottom up) not to banks and corporations 

 
• Regarding NC rollover funds -next year will be bad budget year, hopefully no cuts will be 

made  but looks like there may be a 10% cut. Anything above $10k will have to be 
encumbered then it can rollover.  

 

• Budget hearings start tomorrow, (5.21.2020) however the budget situation is changing 
rapidly since there will be a 10% furlough across the board. Ryu doesn’t want any 
services to get cut as it will be hard to recover after that.  

 

• If you have a social gathering at your home you are breaking the law (per the Mayor’s 
order) which could be broken up because of social distancing. There are lots of nuances 
and gaps in gatherings (example: Party Ordinance - no music it’s not party. The police 
budget hasn’t been cut as of now so the patrol car is still in effect.  

 
• Ryu stated his concerns regarding the Hollywood Center Project. He agrees with the 

biggest concern is with the short time frame of the DEIR which is June 1st.  
 

• Homeless encampments seem to be getting larger. LA never hit a peak with COVID 19 so 
with less people out and less traffic, it’s been easier to grow encampments, so 
expanding Project Room Key would be helpful.  

 
e) Disclosure re: Sunset & Gardner Bldg. status in Area 7 request to be heard regarding a “spec” 

Restaurant/Bar CUP for an unbuilt shopping center by Margaret Taylor.  
 

f) Confirm next meeting date: June 17, 2020  (by Zoom) 
 

7. First Vice-President’s Report (Orrin Feldman)  
a) Hollywood Center Project - is a proposed mixed use development of 4 buildings within the 

HUNC boundaries, including over 1,000 residential apartments, on a 4.46 acre site.  The site 
generally is bound by Yucca Street on the North, Ivar Avenue on the West, Argyle Avenue on the 
East and Hollywood Boulevard on the South. The City's Planning Department released a Draft 
Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) on April 16, 2020. The department set June 1, 2020, as the 
deadline for public comments on the DEIR. The City's Planning Department's case no. is ENV-
2018-2116-EIR.  The State Clearinghouse Number is 2018051002.  
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The Hollywood Center Project site is just to the East of HHWNC's area. While the Hollywood 
Center Project site is in Hollywood United Neighborhood Council's area, the Hollywood Center 
Project's likely impacts will be spread across both neighborhood councils' areas. Additional time 
should be granted to the neighborhood councils to gather their stakeholders' concerns and 
provide public comments.  

 
Due to the City's suspension of all neighborhood councils' activities during March and April, 
2020, and the gradual restarting of neighborhood councils' activities in May, HHWNC urges 
Mayor Garcetti, City Council Member Mitch O'Farrell, and the City's Planning Department to 
extend the public comment deadline by at least another 60 days. 
 
Motion:  Hollywood Hills West Neighborhood Council recommends and requests that the City of 
Los Angeles's elected officials and the City's Planning Department extend the public comment 
deadline on the Hollywood Center Project's DEIR for at least 75 days beyond the current June 1, 
2020 deadline. The public comment deadline should not be set any earlier than August 15, 
2020. 
Anastasia Mann made the motion, Oren Katz 2nd. The motion passed 20-0.  
 
Public comment: 
-Joseph the Project Manager of the Project, and urged people to submit comments 
-Jeff, Whitley Heights resident supported motion 
-Phone number (person did not state name), supported motion  
 
Brian Dyer (Area 3) recused himself and did not vote.  

 
8. Treasurer’s Report (Matt Shichtman)  

a) Board Member Reimbursements – None this month 
 

b) Approve February, March & April Monthly Expenditure Reports 
 
Motion: The Board of the Hollywood Hills West NC approves the February 2020 Monthly 
Expenditure Report submitted by Treasurer Matt Shichtman. 
 
Anastasia Mann made the motion, Serra Aladag 2nd. The motion was approved 20-0.  
 
Motion: The Board of the Hollywood Hills West NC approves the March 2020 Monthly 
Expenditure Report submitted by Treasurer Matt Shichtman. 
 
Anastasia Mann made the motion, Luminita Roman 2nd.    This item was not voted on as the 
report was unable to be generated.  
 
Motion: The Board of the Hollywood Hills West NC approves the April 2020 Monthly 
Expenditure Report submitted by Treasurer Matt Shichtman. 
 
Anastasia Mann made motion, Orrin Feldman 2nd.  The motion passed 20-0.  
 

c) Review remaining FY 19-20 budget 
 

d) Discuss and approve FY 20/21 budget and Administrative Packet.  
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Motion: HHWNC Board approves the FY 20/21 Administrative Packet, including Annual Budget, 
as discussed at the HHWNC meeting on May 20, 2020, including allowance of up to $175 for 
board member reimbursement for refreshments at board and committee meetings. 
 
Anastasia Mann made the motion, Mary Yarber 2nd.  The motion approved unanimously 21-0.  
 

e) Renew David Horowitz contract with the city: 
  

Motion: Renew David Horowitz’s contract with the city for the FY20/21 (July1-2020 to June 30,2021) 
to provide ongoing website development/administration, Microsoft Exchange administration and 
other administrative duties at a rate of $250/month, as well as for special projects at a rate of $80-
$90 per hour. 
 
Anastasia Mann made the motion, Oren Katz 2nd. The motion was approved unanimously 21-0.  

 
f) Budget advocate Oren Katz, request motion to approve $1,000 contribution to support the 

Budget Advocates (as requested by Jack Humphreville) 
 
Motion: HHWNC board approve $1,000 contribution to Budget Advocates. 
Anastasia Mann made the motion, Orrin Feldman 2nd.  The motion was approved 21-0.  
 

g) Approve renewal of the NC mailbox. 

Motion: The board approves retroactively payment of $742.00 to renew NC mailbox @ 7095 

Hollywood Blvd # 1004. 

Anastasia Mann made the motion, Orrin Feldman 2nd. The motion passed 21-0.  

h) Discussion of new encumbrance program – deadline Monday, June 22, 2020 

 
9. Second Vice President’s Report (Jane Crockett)  

 
a) Member Training Update 

 
10. Committee Reports  

 
a) Park & Open Space Chair (Jeff Masino)  

i. New Installations – Runyon Canyon Park Updates:  While Runyon Cyn Park is currently closed, 
LA Rec & Parks has completed the installation of a Captain Albert Torres memorial bench in 
Upper Runyon Cyn and a “Chat Bench,” spearheaded by Area 8 Chair, Serra Aladag, in lower 
Runyon Cyn. More details, including a dedication for both will be announced at a later date.  
 

ii. COVID-19 Pandemic Runyon Cyn Re-opening Plan:   The Hollywood Hills West Neighborhood 
Council, together with the Los Angeles Department Recreation & Parks, are concerned for the 
safety and well-being of all Runyon Cyn Park visitors until such time that the coronavirus will no 
longer be a threat to our community.  With this in mind, a plan for certain trail closures, new 
signage, and fencing will be needed (please see attachment of new signage).  LA Rec & Parks 
has asked that HHWNC help contribute specifically for the creation of 8 TRAILS OPEN SOCIAL 
DISTANCING banners and 8’ tall chain-link fencing (please see attachment for signage 
invoice).    
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Motion:  That the HHWNC work together with LA Rec & Parks and approve an expenditure of 
$639.40 to produce 8 TRAILS OPEN SOCIAL DISTANCING banners to be installed at Runyon Cyn 
Park, plus chain link fencing, not to exceed a total amount of $2,200 (for fencing), to coincide 
with the park’s COVID-19 reopening plan.   

Anastasia Mann made the motion, Jeff Masino 2nd.  The board discussed. 

Anastasia Mann made a motion to amend motion to add “temporary chain link fencing”, Jeff 
Masino 2nd.  The motion to amend passed 21-0.  

Anastasia Mann made the motion to amend motion to add “amount of $2,500” and that the 
money will go to “fencing vendor rentals”, Jeff Masino 2nd.  The motion to amend passed 21-0. 

New Amended Motion: That the HHWNC work together with LA Rec & Parks and approve an 
expenditure of $639.40 to produce 8 TRAILS OPEN SOCIAL DISTANCING banners to be installed 
at Runyon Cyn Park, plus temporary chain link fencing, not to exceed a total amount of $2,500 
(for fencing vendor rentals), to coincide with the park’s COVID-19 reopening plan.  

Stephanie Smith, LA Rec & Parks provided and updated on Runyon Canyon Park and plans for 
reopening.  

Anastasia Mann made motion, Serra Aladag 2nd.  Motion passed unanimously 21-0.  

Public Comment:  
-Andrew Solmssen  
 

b) Area 3 (Brian Dyer) 
i. Restaurant 504, 6541 W. Hollywood Boulevard Permit Application ZA-2019-5469-CUB 

 
Project Description: A conditional use permit to allow the sale and dispensing of a full line of 
alcoholic beverages for on-site consumption in conjunction with a 1,880 square foot restaurant 
with 30 indoor seats and 650 square foot patio. 
 
Requested Entitlement: pursuant to LAMC 12.24 w 1 A conditional use permit to allow the sale 
and dispensing of a full line of alcoholic beverages for on-site consumption in conjunction with 
a 1,880 square foot restaurant with 30 indoor seats and 650 square covered patio with 30 
outdoor seats, with live entertainment, including musical acts of no more than four performers. 
Hours of operation are from 7:30 a.m. to 2:00 a.m., daily in the c4-2d-sn and [q]r5-2 zones. 
 
The applicant is now Te’Kila, currently operating in the complex, having leased the space when 
the previous applicant pulled out. 
 
Presentation from project representatives Lee Raburn and Armen Zadoyan. 
 
Motion: If the operators of Smash change the CUP application to limit DJ until 11:00 PM, 
remove live musicians from the application, have no outdoor speakers facing to or on the 
Boulevard, and be in compliance with proper, Federally mandated music licensing, then the 
HHWNC Board will support the application. 
 
Anastasia Mann made the motion, Luminita Roman 2nd.  The motion passed unanimously 21-0.  
 
Public Comment: 
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-Jeff M. made a comment about licenses (sesac.license@outlook.com) 
 
 

c) Infrastructure (Danielle Mead), Area 7 (Lincoln Williamson) & Environment (Barbara Witkin) 
i. On January 26, 2020, members of the Area 7 and Infrastructure committees walked Sunset Blvd 

from the city border with West Hollywood to La Brea Ave. The committees identified many 
opportunities for improvements and beautification, including the need for pressure-washing 
multiple stretches of sidewalks which are dirty, discolored and littered with gum and debris. 
Based on an estimate from a vendor, the committees request up to $4,000.00 allocation of 
funds for pressure washing the public sidewalk along three heavily trafficked blocks on Sunset 
Boulevard: 1) Hayworth Avenue to Fairfax Avenue (south side), Vista Street to Martel Avenue 
(north side), and Fuller Avenue to Poinsettia Place (north side).  
 
Motion: The Hollywood Hills West Neighborhood Council approves up to $4,000.00 for 
pressure washing sidewalks (including gum removal) for three blocks along Sunset Boulevard: 
1) Hayworth Avenue to Fairfax Avenue (south side), Vista Street to Martel Avenue (north side), 
and Fuller Avenue to Poinsettia Place (north side). 
 
Anastasia Mann made the motion, Jeff Masino 2nd. The board discussed.  
 
Motion to amend by Orrin Feldman, Barbara Witkin 2nd.  
 
Amended Motion: The Hollywood Hills West Neighborhood Council approves encumbering up 
to $4,000.00 for pressure washing sidewalks (including gum removal) for three blocks along 
Sunset Boulevard: 1) Hayworth Avenue to Fairfax Avenue (south side), 2) Vista Street to Martel 
Avenue (north side), and 3) Fuller Avenue to Poinsettia Place (north side). 

 
The motion passed 18-1. 

 
Public Comment: 
-Valerie supported the motion.  
 

 
d) Public Safety (Paul Jenkins) 

i. HHWNC Senior Outreach Program (see attachments)  
Create an HHWNC Senior Outreach program that will help connect isolated seniors to 
community resources and provide them a reason and opportunity to tell a story about their life. 
Even if they must be physically isolated, they can reach out emotionally.  

 
The pandemic may require seniors and those with underlying health issues to follow Stay at 
Home orders until there is a vaccine or an effective treatment (the vaccine is estimated to take 
12 to 18 months). Isolation can be challenging emotionally and often leads to both physical and 
mental health problems. The plan would be a way to engage Seniors and reinforce their value 
to their neighbors and the HHWNC.  
 
The program would include organizing volunteers, launching a community website, having 
Senior online meetings, and dropping off HHWNC branded plants and Emergency Preparation 
manuals.  
 
During the outreach phone call, we could offer: 
-Information on resources for Seniors  
-The opportunity to join an HHWNC community website of seniors, artists, and volunteers.  
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-Ask them to create a story about their life that an actor or volunteer could read at a regularly 
scheduled online meeting. Or they could create a piece of artwork to be photographed and 
displayed.  
-An Emergency Preparation manual so they can be emergency information leaders for their 
neighbors 
-An opportunity to be a volunteer making phone calls and checking on other Seniors 
 
The budget requested is a not to exceed amount of $4,000 for approximately 100 senior 
HHWNC branded plants and emergency plan deliveries for Seniors that agree to create art. This 
includes mailings and outreach. See attached budget and diagram of the initial plan proposed 
for discussion. Outreach meetings will be conducted for stakeholder and board member 
feedback and interest. 
 
Motion: Approve a budget to create a Senior Outreach program which includes social out reach 
and mailings, purchase and delivery of plants, print and delivery of Emergency Preparation 
manuals. Amount not to exceed $4,000. 

 
Anastasia Mann made the motion, Chandan St Clare 2nd.  
 
Item will be brought back at the June meeting.  

 
11. Adjournment at 10:08 pm.  
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Attachments for Treasurer Agenda Item 8. d) 
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Attachments for Parks Agenda Item 11. a) i.  
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Attachment for Public Safety Agenda Item 11. e) i.  
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