Zone Zero Update Presentation: November 2025

* Background

* Communities Seeking Local Control
* Zone Zero Committee Interactions
 What’s Likely to Happen Next

e What Can You Do?
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Background STCA o
 AB 3074 (2020) called for regs to create an “ember-
resistant” zone within Zone Zero (5 feet from a home)

 AB 1455 (2025) provides Board of Forestry (BoF) with
emergency power to implement Zone Zero regulations

 “Ember-resistant” has morphed to “combustion free”

 Under enormous public pressure, in October the BoF
offered options for Zone Zero

OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO



Options for Zone Zero TMA

since 1939

Options for Landscaping Materials/Vegetation:

All options exclude fallen leaves, &
weeds, and combustible mulches
* Option 1 —Some plants in pots
allowed

Options for Trees

* Option 2 —Some plants in pots and
low, maintained vegetation allowed

* Option 3 —Some plants, in pots or
planted, allowed

* Option 4 — Well maintained plants
allowed (The current requirement for
vegetation in Zone 1)

* Option 1: Well-maintained trees allowed with no
limbs in Zone 0, local tree ordinances included.

* Option 2: Well-maintained trees allowed, branches
must be 10 feet from chimneys (This is the
statutory minimum requirements).

Tree options now are less damaging, and the BoF has indicated that protected species will be spared
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i’ Vegetation Option 4 / Tree Option 2 would provide a “local control” option
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Communities Seeking Local Control C_7,4(;4 ~

* Los Angeles City Council, Glendale, Ventura County
Board of Supervisors — all unanimous votes

* 95% of comments received by the Zone Zero Committee
favored Option 4 / Option 2
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Unfortunately: the Zone Zero Committee and CALFIRE have
dismissed the possibility of local control
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BoF / CALFIRE October Visit to Los Angeles MO

55555

* CALFIRE officials were dismissive of Option 4 / Option 2, as was the Zone Zero
Committee Chair: “It would be as if we did nothing - that’s the status quo.”

» CALFIRE officials were completely indifferent to the economic, ecological,
and environmental costs of clear-cut Zone Zero regs; Zone Zero Committee
Chair and staff member appeared more empathetic about compliance costs

* When members of the host team pointed out indications that vegetation had
protected a structure, that was “anecdote” and, by implication, unreliable;
when BoF / CALFIRE team members pointed out vegetation they claimed
contributed to structure loss, that was “proof” (even where there were
nearby examples of protective vegetation / trees)
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Most Recent Zone Zero Committee Meeting

* Speaker #1 presented an experiment that “proved” hydrated hedges will
burn (this was not a surprising result — if exposed to direct flames,
flammable stuff will burn; also, this was a radiant heat experiment, not a
ember-resistant experiment)

» Speaker #2 was a firefighter who insisted that Zone Zero had to be
“combustion free” (there is no legislation indicating that requirement)

e At the end of the meeting two of the three Zone Zero Committee members
indicated their support for stringent one-size-fits-all Zone Zero regs
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What’s Likely to Happen Next

A

since 1939

* The most stringent Zone Zero
regs are likely to be promulgated
(either through the Zone Zero
Committee, AB 1445 emergency
order, or both) — no local control

* Homeowners will have three
years until full compliance;
homeowner-landlords renting
out their homes may be

SR
* Continue standard rulemaking process in Committee/before the Board. g
g

Potential Emergency Rulemaking Timeline

* Committee Directs Staff to prepare rulemaking documents at the December

Meeting (12/10/25).

* Full Board approves emergency rulemaking package at January meeting

(1/14/2026)

* Notice rules late January
* Submit to OAL late January/early February — begin emergency comment period
* Emergency rules in effect early February.

* If OAL review/comments reveal a need for updates, Board will consider amended

emergency rulemaking package at March meeting. Emergency rules in effect in
April.
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compelled to comply
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immediately High likelihood of a legal challenge to these regs;
HOLLYWOOD HILLS WEST 3 Zone Zero may be an important 2026 election issue
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What Can You Do?

TMCA

since 1939

Zone Zero mandates sell false hope. There is no guarantee that homes with a cleared Zone
Zero will survive an urban conflagration, or that these homeowners will be offered insurance.

So what can you do?

1) Right now send your disapproval of
clear-cut, one-size-fits-all Zone Zero

regs to PublicComments@bof.ca.gov

We oppose one-size-fits-all Zone Zero regulations that will cost 10s of billions
of dollars — and inflict disastrous ecological and environmental harm -
without any cost-benefit analysis or provable fire safety benefit. We strongly
support local control of Zone Zero regulations. Please include Vegetation
Option 4 and Tree Option 2 in the final Zone Zero regulations.

2) Contact your elected officials with the same message.

3) Get ready for “Round 2.” Oregon’s voter revolt got their state government to repeal
clear-cut Zone Zero clearance regs . . . and apologize!

4) In early 2026 we’ll need a MASSIVE response to the “emergency comment period”
triggered by AB 1455. We’ll forward instructions when available
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